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HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE, 


‚InmAnmA WAGNER, tho oslebrated | 
‚prima donna of the Berlin Opera, | 
renpesting whom #o much curlosity 

has been, exeited In thia country by 
ircumstances which everybody must 


before the Englih p.ullo, and met 
with the reseption due to her merlt# | 
and her fame. She made her deaut 
‘on Saturday Jaat, in ıhe ohnraster ot | 
‚Romeo, iu Belliol's opera “I Capu- 
Jetti ed { Montecchl” For some 
days previously it was whlspered 
about that an attempt would ba 
mide to get up an expre«slon of 
disapprobatlon of the part nlloged 
tohaye been taken by her in the 
dlsputes between the rivalmanagers 
—a part for whlch no blame could 
attach per#onally to her; but if any 
such foollah und mallcious fatention 
had exlsted It was oompletely frur- 
trated by tlie uonlalm of entnunlästio 
welsoms whlch burat from the) 
‚audienoe In every part of the house 
the moment the falr stränger pre- | 
sented herself before them. ! 
‚For (hesplendldtrlumph achleveil 
by ber on thls oosasion Mille, 
Wasner war not Indebled to ta 
merlt& of Ihe optrz, which is among 
tlie weakent of ıhe may weuk pro 
duotionsof the modorn Itallan stage, 
Te Is one of Bellinta earliest nleoea, 
‚comportd whlle his powera were yet 
ind not oomparatle zo 
any of the subsegaent work4 on 
which bla repulatlon is founded, 
The alra are preity,—-for every 
Italian ooimposer, howayer littlo of 
an artist, has a natural veln of 
melody, and on at knst write 
preitliy—but thry are site and 
oommon. «l’hout key Individunlity 
or chursstiriallo espresslou. As 
sheet If wllte pıper reoslven ony 
meanlog that may be Impresed 
upon It a0 these yague, blarık melo- 
dien haye no expre.aloo that 
whlch In alver tothem by theelnger, 
Ihre alrı, mortover, Ara mol In- 
artifclally trcateıl; nnd theoonoerted 
musla beirmya auch a Inok uf oon- 
atrugtive »klil ns 10 show that the 
comp wer, whrn he wroikthikupern, 
was little more than a tyro |. hie 
art So xeneraliy has Its wrak- | 
nes, been felt, that i4 har voldom 
teen performed withont attempta 
%o strengihen It by the Introduction 
of muslo by uther o'mposera. The 
mmt general prastion hin been to | 
throw milde the last not, aubsti- | 
tutipg the last met of an older 
opera on ıhrkamesuhj-t.by Vaosıl, 
The Improvement thus made, how- 
ever, Is very swall; anı Mdlle, 


| 
remember, has at Jenxth appeared | 
| 


"Wagner has done right In notadopt- | 


isgit, !or a work ırom one haud 
must have oonsliteney and unity of 
dealgn, however feeblo Ita execution 


may be. The suooes of thla opera 
must be nscribed entirely to Ita mub- 


jeot, the tale of tho haplers palr 
whose names haye been Immortnlised 
by Shakspeare, and still live ia the 
traditlons of the nucient city of 
Verona. The plot ot ıns opera is 
very slight, and differs from Shal 
speare iu sereral particulara ; but 
the leading incidents are similar; 
and, in the catastrophe, the Itallan 
Aramatist bas udopted Garrick’e 
glteration. Armeo, breakiog open 
Julievs tomb, und finding fer, as he 
thloke, lying dead on her bler, ewal- 
lows polson. She awäkes and rlten; 
‚Romeo, in therapture ofthelrreunlon, 
forgets whnt he has done. But 
ihe rapture ia mowentary, and ia 
Sollowed by despalr und the axony 
ofdeıth Romeo expires, and Tulict 
falls lifelces on his body. Alteru- 
tionsupon Shaksp-areare not to be 
ndmitted on our Atage; nut It must 
be allowed in this Cise that the 
varlation deepens the trugio eifcct 
‚of the oatastrophe, 


Buch is the pieco which has 
eerwedto introduos Johanna Wag- 
mer to the Exg!ieb publio. The 
character of Romeo ia regarded na 
oneuf the fuest 01 her psria ; dnd, 
feebly usit is drawn and coloured 
by {he Itallun dramatist, it ia suf- 
ficent to show that the la a tra- 
dlunof the highest oder. It is, 
indeed, in tlie dramatio department 
‚ofher art that her grentest atrengtli 
eyidently Jies, and it was to this de- 
partment that ahe was Arat drawn 
by the earliest bent of her genius, 
‚She waa an actresn before she was 
enger; and, by the Um, abe wa. 
Alten, abe Ind appeored wilh dis- 
tinotion both in trugedy and serloua 
oomedy. Her father, himself an 
emipent muslelsa, had given her 
a murlosl education, ud, she 
afterwards profited b, the les 
sons of Garcia, ıhe mblest vocal 
Anstruetor of ıhe day, Thus pre: 
pared, rhe npptared on the musical 
Stage, where ehe +peedily rose to her 
Present pre-+minent porliion. A 
biographical nutloe says ıhat she wur 
bora m Hanover, In 1881; and 
tbougb, owine 10 her preo.city, her 
name bar long been knowu C) iho 
world, yet this account of ber uye is 
confirmed by her bloomiug appesr- 
ance and the frerhntsa of hier Yoloe, 
She la a beaut) ofthe genulne Saxon 
typr, witu blue eye, a falr o.m- 
bair 
nary female 
stature, exqulsitely formed, and freo 
and graelul in every movement, 
‚When she appeared in ıhe chivalrous 
attire of tbe youtbiul Romeo, u burat 
of admıratlou shook the tuure, and 
it was some minutes before ahe was 
allowed toutter m sound. When, at 
length, her voloe waa h\ard, Ita rich, 
deep contralto tonee, in m pleos of 
spoken recitatlve, oompleted the 
spell wrought by her mptot. Her 
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